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The original Pottawatomle Indian Pay Station building

was a one-story stone structure. Native stone was used for

the walls with a minimum of effort being used to dress the

stones. Coursing is extremely random, suggesting that any
available stone was used. The mortar joints are very rough

with a minimum of pointing. Larger stones were generally

used for quoining with all the larger stones at or near

ground level for the obvious reason that only manpower was

available to lift the stones into position. Very simple

windows and a door allow sunlight to reach the interior.

Chimneys pierce the wood shingled gable roof at either end

and effectively terminate the horizontal roof line. This

structure is a typical example of the frontier architecture

that served the very basic requirements of shelter for its

occupants. The small stone structure has been enlarged by

a one-story frame addition at right angles to the stone
portion.
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The Pottawatomie Indian Pay Station in,st. Marys. Kansas,

reportedly built in the early 1850's, was used b~ government agents
in paying the Pottawatomie ItldiahS~ annuities. These Indians had

been moved in the 1830's from the Great Lakes region to Kansas,

where they were allotted land to establish a reservation in what is

now Miami county. Later the government permitted them to move to

present Pottawatomie county. After choosing their own location, the

first permanent group of Indians arrived September 9, 1848, accom-

panied by Catholic missionaries. who immediately began a mission and

school. This settlement later became the town of St. Marys, and the

Indian school became st. Mary's College in December, 1869.

When the Pottawatomies exchanged their lands for a reservation

in Kansas, the United states government agreed to pay $3.000,000
difference. This money was given to the individual members in small

amounts every three months, often at the small stone building on the

mission grounds. The annual amount paid to individuals in 1870

averaged $688.00, and some families received as much as $5,000. A

newspaper account of one of the last annuities payments in St. Marys

in 1870 described the event as "an utterly forlorn, dismal, and

miserable spectacle." A paymaster from the Interior Department read.

off the names from inside the building, and an interpreter standing

in the doorway repeated them, each individual coming forward to the

building to get his payment. Much of the money passed immediately
to traders or others having claims against an Indian.

The Pottawatomie Indian Pay Station is the oldest surviving

building of the St. Marys Indian Mission and the oldest building in

Pottawatomie county. Because of its use as a pay station for the
Pottawatomie Indians by U. S. government agents during a period of

approximately 20 years, it has significance and is worthy of recogni-
tion.
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4. The City of St. Marys now has a 50-year lease on the Pottawatomie
Indian Pay Station and it is being used as a museum.
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